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The School For International Training's 
T.E.S.O.L. Certificate 

Oaxaca and Veracruz, Mexico 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS AND APPLICATION
Entry Requirements

In order to be accepted into the Certificate course, applicants must:

1) possess a high school diploma

2) show interest in teaching ESOL at a level that a TESOL Certificate can support

3) have a positive attitude regarding experiential activities and working in groups. This means that they are not only willing to fully participate in such activities, but also recognize the value in doing so.

4) demonstrate English language proficiency (TOEFL 550 non-native speakers*)

5) complete a short essay

6) upon receipt of the written application and essay, an informal phone interview will be conducted by and SIT Trainer

Key factors for interview:

· educational background

· appropriateness of the course for the applicant’s needs/goals

· attitude regarding experiential and collaborative learning, and group work 

· language proficiency

*Non-native speakers of English must demonstrate English language proficiency by way of the application process (equivalent TOEFL 550 non-native speakers*) 

Application Process:

· Fill out and submit the written application and submit it to TESOL Training Worldwide.  

· Following will be about 30-minute phone interview. 

· Upon acceptance a letter of acceptance will be issued and a $500 non-refundable deposit will be due to secure a place in the course.

Attendance Policy

· Participants are expected to attend all course sessions.  Those who know in advance that they are unable to attend the whole course cannot be accepted.  Participants should understand that the course is a full time endeavor.   In order to complete the demands of the course successfully, participants should not expect to be able to work or attend to other commitments during the course. 

· In the event of a serious illness or emergency, participants should notify a trainer as soon as possible.  The participant must make up all missed work and practice teaching.
· The first full two days of the course cannot be missed. If this should occur, the participant must withdraw.

· If the participant must take a prolonged absence (more than two days) s/he must withdraw from the course.  If the absence is due to medical reasons or family emergency and s/he can provide a doctor’s certificate confirming the situation, the participant can start another course within 3 upcoming courses without payment of further fees.  There will be no refund.

· If the participant has missed more than 2 days of the course, has been unable to meet criteria for receiving the certificate, i.e. not completing practice teaching requirements (4 hours of individual practice teaching) in the SIT TESOL Certificate course, or not completing written assignments, no certificate will be granted

Refund Policy


The following policies apply to SIT TESOL Certificate courses run by TESOL Training Worldwide

 
1. Pre-Course Decision Not to Attend


If a participant decides not to attend a course for which s/he has been accepted, s/he may apply the $500 non-refundable deposit towards another course within 12 months, provided TESOL Training Worldwide is able to fill his/her spot in the original course.  Otherwise the deposit is non-refundable.

2.  Return of Deposit

If an applicant is not accepted or the course is cancelled due to low enrollment, the $500 deposit will be returned.  The $50 application fee is non-refundable.

3. Decision to Withdraw Within First Two Days

If a participant withdraws, or is asked by trainers to withdraw because sessions/days were missed in the first two days of the course, s/he can receive half of the tuition payment back, minus the $500 non-refundable deposit.  

4. Decision to Withdraw Within First Two Days Due to Language Difficulties

Non-native speakers who decide to withdraw from a course in the first two full days due to language difficulties will also receive half of their tuition back minus the non-refundable deposit.  

 
5. Decision to Withdraw After First Two Days

There will be no tuition refunded after the first two full days of the course. 

6. Decision to Withdraw Due to Serious Medical Reasons or Emergency

If a participant must withdraw mid-course for serious medical reasons or because of a family emergency, and can provide a doctor's certificate confirming the situation, s/he can re-enroll within 3 upcoming courses without payment of further fees.  There will be no refund. 

7. Payment of Fees

Tuition must be paid in full 2 weeks before the course. Late payments will be subject to a 5% late payment charge per week. All fees MUST be paid by Day 1 of the course.

Preferred Course Dates and Location:   

Do you want to take Spanish classes as well: Yes__ (1 week __ 2 weeks __)   No ___

Personal Information


Name:


family



first



middle


Address:  




street


city

state
 
country

postal code 

                                                                                                                                                     

Telephone (hm):





(wk): 


Email:


 



Fax: 


Occupation: 



Citizenship: 



Gender:         M         F

Native language: 



    
  Date of Birth: 









    
 Month        Day       Year 

Please indicate your preference:


The SIT TESOL Certificate program           has           does not have permission to print my permanent address, e-mail and phone number in the program binder to share with other program participants. 

How did you learn about the course?  

	Schools Attended
	Date Completed
	Degree/Diploma

	
	
	


Please respond to the following questions:

Do you have experience learning other languages?             Yes            No
If, yes, which languages and for how long?

Do you have any teaching experience?           Yes              No 
If yes, what have you taught, to whom and for how long?

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

 
Please write a brief (5 or 6 statements) "bio-blurb" about yourself to be included in the program binder.  Please include something about your hobbies/interests.  Please answer the following questions:

1. What do you know about the SIT TESOL Certificate Course?  What are your goals for your learning on this course? (please make them specific, measurable and attainable)

2. Think of yourself as a learner.  What factors contribute to your success?  What factors make you less successful? Do you have a preferred way of learning things?  What helps you learn most effectively, for ex. – having someone tell you how to do something; watching someone do it and then trying it yourself; reading about it, etc., etc.

3.  The SIT TESOL Certificate course requires you to participate in a lot of group work, from the workshop sessions, to planning lessons, and to teaching your students.  Consider how you work within a group framework.  What have some of your past group experiences been like?  What made the positive experiences successful, and what made the challenging experiences difficult?

4. What strengths will you bring to working in a group?  What will you need from the other members of the group in order to be effective? What will you need from yourself in order to be effective?

5. The SIT TESOL Certificate course is extremely intensive and rigorous.  The days are very long, there are reading and written assignments that you are required to do outside of class, and you will find you have little free time. Think about how you function when you feel pressured or stressed.  How do you react?  What are your most effective methods of dealing with stress?  What specific strategies do you have to help yourself if you begin to feel pressured, stressed, or overwhelmed?

6. Think of three of your favorite teachers from any part of your life.  What did they do or say that made them effective for you?

7. What is teaching? What does teaching involve?  List ten things that come to your mind.

8. What do you think your strengths as a teacher might be?

9. What do you think might be a challenge for you as a teacher?
10. Have you ever studied grammar either in English or while studying another language?  Can you describe parts of speech and their function in a sentence?

11. The Experiential Learning Cycle and Reflective Practice are very important elements of the SIT TESOL Certificate Course.  Can you think of a situation in which you learned from a hands-on experience, were able to reflect on your learning, and then applied your realizations about that learning to other situations that followed?  

Do you have any medical problems or special challenges?          If yes, please explain:

Do you take any medication?           If yes, please explain:

Please share any other information that you would like the program staff to know.

Note: Upon receipt of this application we will arrange a time for a phone interview of about 30-45 minutes.  Please indicate the best day and time to call:
Name   ________________________________________     Date____________________

Please fill out, save and attach this form with your essay to your return message.

Essay

Along with the application, all prospective participants are required to submit a 400-500 word response to the following statement:

Jon McClelland, Harvard Psychologist, has stated that the three ingredients to successful learning are:  Wanting to learn, Knowing how to learn, and Having a chance to learn.  Discuss this in an essay using personal examples from your own learning (not limited to language learning).

{Please note, the purpose of this is merely to see what and how you think about these issues}
Submitting your Application
The Mexican postal system can be very slow and unreliable.  Therefore, in order to ensure that we receive your application and can process it in a timely manner, we request that you e-mail your applications as an attachment to admin@tesolworldwide.com.  
All applications for the SIT TESOL Certificate Course in Oaxaca, must be sent directly to us for processing. Please, do not send any application information to the main SIT campus in Brattleboro, as they are not responsible for mail distribution.








Thank you. 
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